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Design and Creative Industry
Channel your passion and develop your creative talents to forge a rewarding and fulfilling career. You could learn to design 
and create amazing brand and advertising campaigns, beautiful interiors, stunning jewellery, or imaginative sets for film and 
theatre. At TAFE NSW, our talented teachers will foster your artistic gifts and develop your design skills and techniques, to 
ensure you are properly set up for a successful career.

Job opportunities
Specialised Design services in Australia provide 
job opportunities in roles such as Artistic Director/
Creative Director, Design Studio Assistant, Digital 
Media Designer, Film and Theatre Designer, 
Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Interior Designer/
Decorator, Jeweller/Jewellery Designer, and Live 
Production Designer.

Annual growth +13.6% 1 
Projected employment in Australia for Design 
disciplines is forecast to positively grow for 
Graphic and Web Designers, and Illustrators by 
21.7%, Fashion, Industrial and Jewellery Designers 
by 28.4% and Interior Designers by 19.1%.

Industry partnerships
Design students are introduced to prominent 
design professionals from a range of discipline 
areas, industry experts that provide industry 
with up to date materials, technology and 
software, in opportunities such as a workplace 
visits, competitions, online webinars and guest 
speaker programs.

Earning potential 2

Graphic Designers earn a median salary of  
$1,502 per week.

Qualifications you can earn at TAFE NSW
Whether you are looking for a hands-on creative career working with pencils, paints, or pottery, or if you’re more interested in 
the digital side of artistic expression, there is a TAFE NSW course to help you become qualified. Taught by industry-experienced 
teachers, TAFE NSW courses give you the professional skills and knowledge you need to find employment, and kickstart  
your career.

Course Code Duration

Certificate III in Design Fundamentals CUA30720 18 weeks -  
1.5 years

Certificate IV in Design CUA40720 18 - 36 weeks

Diploma of Graphic Design CUA50720 38 weeks

Advanced Diploma of Graphic Design CUA60320 36 weeks

Bachelor of 3D Art and Animation HE20520 3 years

Bachelor of Creative Practice HE20534 3 years

Certificate IV in Interior Decoration MSF40118 17 - 36 weeks

Diploma of Interior Design MSF50218 1 - 3 years

Bachelor of Interior Design HE20501 3 years

Diploma of Live Production and Technical 
Services (Costume for Performance) CUA50420 36 weeks

Course Code Duration

Diploma of Applied Fashion Design  
and Merchandising MST50119 36 weeks

Advanced Diploma of Applied Fashion 
and Merchandising MST60119 26 weeks -  

2 years

Bachelor of Fashion Design HE20506 3 years

Certificate IV in Photography and  
Digital Imaging CUA41120 16 - 36 weeks

Diploma of Photography and  
Digital Imaging CUA50920 1 year

Diploma of Ceramics CUA51220 1 - 2 years

Diploma of Visual Arts CUA51120 1-2 years

Advanced Diploma of Visual Arts CUA60720 36 weeks -  
2 years

We also have a range of short courses to help build your knowledge and skills in these industry areas. Visit tafensw.edu.au  
or contact 131 601 for more information.

Fees for your course
A range of criteria apply for course fees, access to government subsidised training, student loans, payment by 
instalment, fee concessions and fee exemptions that are available to eligible students. The training for all or some of the 
courses listed is subsidised by the NSW Government under Smart and Skilled funding. Visit: tafensw.edu.au/enrol/fees.

1	 Source: LMI 2022 ANZSCO IDs 2324/2323/2133/2325 labourmarketinsights.gov.au/occupations/occupation-search. 
2	Source: LMI ANZSCO ID 2324 labourmarketinsights.gov.au/occupation-profile/graphic-and-web-designers-and-illustrators?occupationCode=2324.
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How you can grow your career
When you study with TAFE NSW, there are any number of courses that lead to an even greater number of career opportunities. 
However, before you can earn certain qualifications, you may have to complete some pre-requisite courses. Below are some 
examples of career progression pathways you could follow.

TV
ET (school)

Certificate II in
Engineering 
(MEM20105)

Certificate II in
Applied Fashion 

Design and 
Technology 
(MST20616)

Enter directly at any point

Certificate III in
Jewellery 
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(MEM30619)

Certificate III in
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Certificate III in
Design 
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(CUA30720)    
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Applied Fashion 

Design and 
Technology 
(MST30819)

Certificate IV in
Interior 

Decoration 
(MSF40118)    

Certificate IV in
Photography and 
Digital Imaging
(CUA41120)   

Certificate IV in
Design 

(CUA40720)  

C
onditional entry

Diploma of 
Interior Design

(MSF50218) 
  

Diploma of 
Photography and 
Digital Imaging
(CUA50920)  

Diploma of
Live Production and Technical 

Services (Costume and
Production Design) 

(CUA50420)  

Diploma of 
Graphic Design

(CUA50720)   

Diploma of 
Applied Fashion 

Design and
Merchandising

(MST50119)   

Advanced Diploma of 
Graphic Design
(CUA60320)  

Bachelor of 
Interior Design

(HE20501V03)

Bachelor of 
Creative Practice

(HE20534)

Bachelor of 
3D Art and 
Animation

(HE20520V02)

Bachelor of 
Fashion Design

(HE20506V02)

Pathways to higher education include TAFE NSW degrees as well as other 
discipline related pathways with university partners to degrees. Additional 

information about articulation and credit transfer agreement can be located  
on the TAFE NSW Credit transfer website and the specific partner website.
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