
TO SHARE WITH EACH OTHER

BANGAMALANHA
CONFERENCE

Bangamalanha is a Wiradjuri word



We welcome you all to our biennial Aboriginal conference: Bangamalanha.
 
Bangamalanha brings stakeholders together to engage in meaningful conversations, aiming to create 
real and lasting improvements in education training and employment for Aboriginal peoples.
 
Bangamalanha, meaning ‘to share with each other’, is a chance for those who provide services to 
Aboriginal peoples post school, to share knowledge, experiences, and expertise related to meeting 
the aspirations and priorities for Aboriginal peoples and Communities.
 
We look forward to conversations that spark incredible ideas and inspiring action.
 
Mandaang-guwu

TAFE NSW acknowledges Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the 
Traditional Custodians of the Land, Rivers 
and Sea. We acknowledge and pay our 
respects to the Elders; past, present and 
emerging of all Nations.



TIME SESSION

9:30 am  Official opening address - Master of Ceremonies Jason Darney

9:35 am Welcome to Country - Wiradjuri Elder Uncle Rod Towney

9:45 am  Keynote address - Professor Anita Heiss

10:30 am Banganha-gu gugi dyiri-bu. Have a break and have a cup of tea. 

11 am  Morning workshops

Education and Indigenous Incarceration 
Presented by Taylah Gray, a proud Wiradjuri | 
Ngunnawal woman

This passionate workshop focuses on education, 
Indigenous Incarceration, and Taylah’s journey in politics.

Achieving Cultural Safety with the COURAGE 
(Culture, Optimism, Understanding, Relationship, 
Acceptance, Gratitude, and Encouragement)
Presented by Ken Zulumovski and Carolyn 
Minchin, Gamarrada Universal Indigenous 
Resources (GUIR)

This engaging workshop allows participants to experience 
the reflective practices of Dadirri - deep listening as well as 
values reflection, linking to Acceptance and Commitment 
Therapy (ACT), a third wave behavioural approach to 
learning and change. Participants will also be guided 
through the COURAGE coaching model. 

Black Fit Fitness 
Presented by Joshua Toole, Owner of Black  
Fit Fitness

Black Fit Fitness believes that education is key to closing 
the gap for Aboriginal people, and is the driving force 
behind improving the quality of life for all Australians. This 
workshop highlights the Black Fit program that empowers 
children and communities to make healthy lifestyle choices 
and live quality healthy lives.

Focusing on Mob: Supporting and Engaging 
Aboriginal Learners 
Presented by Natalie Wilcock, Jennayah Knight, 
Rebecca Murphy, Chantelle Peers, Iriaka Ross, 
Kewerlee Wright and Kallie Hickling, TAFE NSW

This collaborative workshop shares the journey for 
Aboriginal students and highlights how building networks 
for genuine collaboration across sectors, provides effective 
outcomes for Aboriginal peoples and communities.

Pathway to success: Case Studies in Education 
Presented by Andrew Saunders, David Austin, 
and Kristy Perkins, TAFE NSW

Find out about the benefits of partnerships with 
organisations and the importance of connecting with 
community in order to have successful outcomes for 
Aboriginal peoples and communities.

11:30 am   Midday workshops

Live cooking demonstration 
Presented by Mark Olive (aka The Black Olive)

Mark has a passion for fusing native and indigenous 
Australian ingredients with contemporary cooking 
techniques, to create a dynamic and unique gastronomic 
philosophy. Join the Black Olive and be inspired.

From runways to augmented reality:  
The power of creativity in learning 
Presented by Yatu Widders Hunt and  
Harpreet Kalsi, Cox Inall Ridgeway

This workshop covers two key case studies demonstrating 
the power of innovation and creativity in learning. The 
team will present on the development of an Aboriginal 
augmented reality storytelling app, ‘Ngarandi’, and 
the potential for digital technology like this, to support 
Aboriginal education. The workshop also highlights an 
empowerment program that embeds storytelling through 
fashion, cultural mentoring, and health education.

What if you could help decide how local 
government decide how local government 
spends its training funds?
Presented by Rebel Thomson, Namoi Unlimited

This collaborative workshop asks participants: ‘What is 
your vision for Local Government if you were part of a 
participatory budgeting process to help local government 
develop jobs for young people and our First Nations people?’

Fostering leadership for today’s leaders 
Presented by Laura Connelly and Carol-Ann 
Flanagan, TAFE NSW

This workshop focuses on providing crucial leadership 
knowledge for today’s leaders. Learn about the success 
of the TAFE NSW Indigenous Emerging Leaders Program 
including the benefits this program has provided to their 
industry partners.

EarTrain 
Presented by Janette Brazel, Jean Tsembis and 
Natalie Wilcock, TAFE NSW

EarTrain features both online and face-to-face training 
solutions, with an emphasis on developing hearing 
assessments skills for participants to identify otitis media 
and hearing loss in babies and children, in the years 
before starting school. This workshop will highlight the 
benefits of EarTrain and how this program is supporting 
the Close the Gap Initiative. 



TIME SESSION

12:05 pm Virtual lunch break

12:50 pm   Afternoon workshops

So, you want to be a firefighter? 
Presented by Bill Spek and Karen Davis,  
TAFE NSW

Being a firefighter is an extremely sought after career. 
It is challenging, varied, and rewarding. Firefighters are 
prepared to do anything and to protect the irreplaceable. 
The IFARES program has been designed to support 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander peoples to become 
firefighters. This workshop showcases the IFARES program, 
pathways, and success.

Be bold and build safer communities 
Presented by Peter Gibbs, Instigator of IPROWD

Since 2008 more than 700 Aboriginal students have 
enrolled, with many going on to gain employment with NSW 
Police, as sworn and unsworn officers, or in roles working 
in other government agencies. This workshop highlights the 
collaboration of the Indigenous Police Recruitment Our Way 
Delivery Program (IPROWD).

Empowering Community through Indigenous 
wisdom in finance and business 
Presented by Rebecca Harcourt, Jasmine 
Tomich, Ben Eisikovich, and Matt Lancaster, 
University of New South Wales

Relationships, genuine engagement, and partnerships are 
key as we exchange encourage and enable each other 
to collectively move forward. In this workshop panellists 
will share their journeys and growth over the last decade 
to bring Indigenous knowledge, wisdom and exchange to 
the financial, business and education sectors and how 
advancing finance and business when Indigenous led can 
serve to empower and connect us all. 

You must see one to be one: Seeding and 
growing a rural and Indigenous health workforce 
Presented by Kath Naden and Denise Hampton,  
School of Rural Heath

This workshop focuses on the Health Career Academy 
Program (HCAP) being implemented by the School of 
Rural Health in Dubbo and Orange. The program offers 
secondary students the opportunity to engage and 
interact with multi-disciplinary health professionals and 
pre-graduate health science students. 

Connecting with culture, inspiring careers
Presented by Karen Bliss Cook and Mark King, 
TAFE NSW

Find out about two incredible programs: ‘Dead or Deadly’, 
and ‘Aboriginal Women in the Fitness Industry and Cultural 
Tourism.’ Both programs aim to connect with culture and 
inspire careers.

1:30 pm  Keynote address - Nova Peris OAM

2:15 pm   
Panel discussion, hosted by Adam Bennett, Deputy Regional General Manager, featuring Cindy Berwick 
(President of the NSW Aboriginal Education Consultation Group), Peter Gibbs (Program and Compliance 
Director at REDI.E), and Steffen Faurby (Managing Director at TAFE NSW)

3 pm  Close of conference

BAAYAY BINDARI (MEETING PLACE)
10:30am to 11am  |  12pm to 12:45pm  |  3pm to 3:30pm 

 � The University of Sydney, School of Rural Health 
 � TAFE NSW Courses
 � TAFE NSW Reconciliation Action Plan



MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Jason Darney
Jason Darney is a proud Wiradjuri man from the central west of NSW, who boasts an impressive profile working in education 
and government. With significant long-term contributions to Aboriginal education and training, Jason has been part of the 
TAFE NSW regional executive teams since 1999 and is currently relieving in the role of Regional General Manager, North. 

Jason’s qualifications in social sciences, education, and management, as well as his strong leadership skills, all enable him to 
focus on achieving desired results while still maintaining strong connectivity with the core business of teaching and learning.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Professor Anita Heiss
Professor Anita Heiss is an award-
winning author of non-fiction, 
historical fiction, commercial 
women’s fiction, children’s novels 
and travel articles. She is a proud 
member of the Wiradjuri Nation of 
central NSW, and an ambassador for 
the Indigenous Literacy Foundation, 
the GO Foundation, and Worawa 
Aboriginal College.

Anita is also a board member of the State Library of 
Queensland, the University of Queensland Press and Circa. 
Anita is a Professor of Communications at the University of 
QLD, and artist in residence at La Boitte Theatre, adapting 
her novel Tiddas for the stage.

Anita has Chaired the Australian Society of Authors, has 
been listed on the Bulletin/Microsoft Smart 100 and had a 
documentary made about her, Meeting Ms Right. Her novel 
Barbed Wire and Cherry Blossoms is the 2020 University of 
Canberra Book of the Year.

Nova Peris OAM
Nova Peris was Australia’s first 
Aboriginal woman elected to  
Federal Parliament, as well as the 
first Aboriginal Australian and 
Northern Territorian to win an 
Olympic Gold Medal. 

A former Senator for the Northern 
Territory, Nova is a passionate 
campaigner for Aboriginal rights  
and reconciliation in Australia,  

and has actively campaigned on issues of mental and 
physical health.
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